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LECTURE 76. 


On Suppuration in Bone. 


GENTLEMEN, 

- Abscesses are found sometimes 
between the periosteum and surface 
of'the bone, at other times within 
its cancellated structure, and occa- 
sionally but very rarely between the 
Jamina forming the shell of the 
bone. 

When forming between the pe- 
riosteum and surface of the bone, it 
possesses the common characters of 
the formation. of matter ; there is 
severe pain extending along the 
surface of the bone ; this ‘pain, 
though severe, is of an obtuse kind ; 
it becomes worse at night, and 
produces an inequality on the sur- 
face of the bone. It is a long time, 
however, before the periosteum 
ulcerates, the skin presents a cir- 
cumscribed blush ; you may even feel 
a fluctuation for along period before 


the abscess breaks. - The matter is 
to be evacuated as soon as the red- 
ness and fluctuation are distinct, 
then place the periosteum as closely 
on the bone as you can, leaving a 
small opening for the discharge 
of the matter, and apply, at the 
same time, straps of adhesive plas- 
ter round the opening, to keep the 
periosteum in centact with the 
bone, and the probability is that 
the parts will unite by adhesion. 
But if the opening made by nature, 
or by the surgeon, be large, the 
bone is deprived of its supply of 
blood, the part exfoliates, and gra- 
nulations afterwards shoot out. 

The treatment to be further pur- 
sued is this: if the bone be much 
exposed and die, touch it with an 
acid that will decompose the phos- 
phate of lime, and the cartilaginous 
part also, and for this’ purpose the 
lotion of muriatic acid, made in 
the proportion of gr. ji. to iv. of 
water, or the lotion of nitric acid, 
gr. ji. to 3j., will be found the most 
useful. I think, however, that the 
diluted nitric acid is the best, it in- 
duces a heathy state of the bone 
and of the other parts, and it is the 


application which I generally pre- 
fer. Sometimes acetic acid is used 
for this purpose. 

When the granulations arise 
from either the medullary mem- 
drape or from the periosteum on 
athe surface of the bone, cartilage 
is first deposited, and afterwards 
phosphate of lime. 

Wher an abscess forms in the 
gancellated structure, a peculiar 
process takes.place. The result of 
the pressure of the abscess is to 
gause an absorption of the cancel- 
Jated.structure, and in this way the 
apace for the increase of the abscess 
continues to be enlarged. At the 
time that there is an inflammatory 
action going on in the medullary 
gmembrane, there is a corresponding 
degree of inflammation going on 
in the periosteum, which causes a 
bony crust to be deposited on the 
surface, which materially increases 
the size and strength of the bane. 
But upon that part of the bone 
least covered by skin and muscles 
shere is an ulcerative process going 
en, which overcomes the deposit 
fom the periosteum, and thus the 
Matter is evacuated. In this way 
it often happens that there is little 
of the oniginal bone left, but the 
weight of the body is principally 
supported by the new shell of bone 
whieh isfermed. But if the con- 
stitution be so enfeebled that it can- 
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not deposit a sufficient quantity of 
bony matter externally, whilst the 
process of absorption is going on 
within, then the coats of the bone 
become so thin, that the bone either 
breaks or cannot support the super- 
incumbent pressure. 

The best treatment to pursue in 
this stage of the disease is, to inject 
the interior of the bone with the 
muriatic or nitric acid lotions, the 
latter is preferable, and at the same 
time insist on the observance of 
rest. Support the strength of the 
constitution, and avoid all those 
causes which would produce irri- 
tation, either generally or locally. 

Abscesses in the shell of the 
Bone require to be treated in the 
same way, and their process of 
restoration occurs rather quicker 
than when the abscess is seated 
more internally. 

The portions of bone thus de- 
prived of their vitality must sepa- 
rate, and this 

Exfoliation of Bone 
is either external or internal, 
When the periosteum is separated 
te amy extent from the surface of 
the bone, if it be immediately re- 
placed, it will again unite, and no 
exfoliation will ensue. But if it 
be allowed toremain detached from 
the surface of the bone dor twenty- 
four hours, it will not seunite, the 
bone dies, and is ultimately sepa- 
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rated. The dead portion of bone 
appears at first white, but it soon 
becomes black from the hepatized 
ammonia formed during the putre- 
factive process. 

The separation of the dead from 
the living portion of the bone, is a 
tedious processs, and is effected by 
the action of the absorbents on the 
surfaees of the living bone remov- 
ing that part which is in dbsolute 
contact with the dead bone; a 
space is thus formed into which 
granulations can rise. When these | 
granulations reach the dead bone, 
they also act on it, and therefore | 


you find the surface rough and un- | 


even which is in contact with them, 


whereas the external surface re 
mains perfectly smooth. 


The principles which are to guide 


40 


it upon the granulations, which 
will absorb a part of it; according 
to experiments made by Sir'Woar. 
Buizarp on this subject. 
Internal exfoliation is also a 
very singular process. A man who 
is losing ‘two thirds of ‘his tibia is 
walking about during the peried in 
which it is separating. ‘This pro- 
cess I have already described ‘to 
you when speaking of medullary 
abscess. In the treatment of this 
disease, T’should say that much 
might be done to assist the efforts 
of nature. As soon as the bones 
become loosened, which you ‘may 
easily know by passing a probe into 
the wound, what I should advise 
you to do is this: take away a por- 
tion of the new bone, so as to ati- 
mit of your sawing ‘the old bone 


you in the treatment are these :—| into twe portions, and then draw 
quicken the progress of the granu- ‘them out. After amputation in 
lations a little, and act chemically | full ‘health, there is often necrosis 
on the parts by the acids, and that | taking place on ‘the end of the 


acid whieh I have before named is 
the best. The quickest exfoliation 
of the tibia which I have -ever 
known was accomplished in three 
months. Most generally, however, 
twelve months are necessary for 
this purpose, and it will very often 
require ‘two years. But this de- 
pends very inuch on’the activity of 

It is right, if we wish to diminish 
the size of the exfoliation, to bmd 


bene forming the stump. ‘It hap- 
pens because the bone is exceed- 
ingly loaded with phosphate of 
lime at the time of the operation ; 
but if a man be previously reduced 
by disease, a thinshell of bone-only 
‘Femains, and the bleed vessels have 
a much more free action on ‘the 
ibene. 

Exostosis is of two kinds, carti- 
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quantity of the phosphate of lime, 
and grows originally from the inner 
surface of the periosteum, and spi- 
culz of bone afterwards shoot into 
it. The fungous exostosis is rather 
a nest of bone enveloping the fun- 
gus than constituting the fungus 
itself. It grows from the medul- 
lary membrane. In the treatment 
of the fungous exostesis nothing can 
be done but to palliate ; the growth 
will proceed in spite of local and 
constitutional remedies. Where the 
exostosis is cartilaginous, growing 
from the periosteum, they cease to 
increase beyond a certain extent, 
and usually form at the insertion 
of tendons into bone, as at the in- 
sertion of the triceps abductor mag- 
nus. You should make an inci- 
sion through the integuments, cut 
through the muscle in the direction 
of its fibres, and having reached 
the top of the exostosis, you find 
the knife easily sinks into it from 
its being still partly cartilaginous. 
Then slit down the muscle on each 
side, and apply the circular saw 
invented by Mr. Machim, which 
is worked by a winch im the handle 
When the exostosis arises from the 
cancellated structure of the flat 
bones, an idea suggested itself to 
me that it might be removed in 
the following way; by making an 
incision through the periosteum 
covering the tumour, and then se- 
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parate it further with the handle of 
the knife on each side, the exostosis 
is gradually discharged by a sup- 
purative process. But do not at- 
tempt this where the exostosis is 
excessively large; but it may be 
done with safety if it be not more 
than three or four inches in cir- 
cumference. 

Mollities ossium is an affection 
of which we know very little. There 
appears to be a defect in the assi- 
milating powers of the system, 
whereby the proper portion of phos- 
phate of lime is not deposited ; 
whereas in rickets there is an excess 
of cartilaginous material. What 
is often ealled mollities ossium is 
only rickets, and should be treated 
accordingly. 

Of Impotence.—Although this 
affection has been arranged in the 
syllabus with the sequelee of gonorr- 
heea, yet I consider it a point of 
importance for you to become ac- 
quainted with, and shall speak 
therefore of the causes usually pro- 
ducing it. There are several causes 
which produce a destruction of the 
virile power. These may sometimes 
be traced to a peculiar sluggishness 
of constitution, to a general torpor 
of the procreative system, on which 
the usually attractive animal affi- 
nities exert no influence. To such 
persons a Venus might display her 
charms, and on such her son might 
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exhaust his quiver, in vain. No 
genial spring is here, no blooming 
summer or fruitful autumn, but 
all is winter —a dreary desolate and 
barren winter—in which the springs 
of life are frozen up, and the animal 
propensities destroyed. Some men 
are so constituted that they may 
be said never to possess a venereal 
stimulus, and some of the other 
sex are equally frigid. I knew a 
person who remained unwarmed 
by the flame from the hymeneal 
altar for seven years, and who was 
incapable of performing the duties 
which devolved on him. 
Gentlemen, it is likely you may 
hereafter be consulted on these sub- 


jects; but these are some of the | 


arcana of the profession into which 
you will not readily be admitted.— 
No, it is not until you have con- 
tended long with popular preju- 
dices that you will be made ac- 
quainted with such important se- 
crets. When forty years of practice 
or perhaps more shall have rolled 
over you, when you shall have the 
snow on the tops of the mountains, 
(here the esteemed professor, with 
great good humour, passed his 
hand through the white locks which 
grace a front well formed,) then itis, 
and not till then, that you will be 
required to give your opinion on 
such weighty matters! (a laugh.) 
When consulted on this point be- 


of the vesicule 
| which produces a premature expul- 


fore marriage, you should ask, if 
they have any development of 
sexual power in the morning;and if, 
they have, depend on it.they wilh 
not be deficient in energy in the. 
after part of the day. But, if other- 


| wise, advise them by no means to, 


marry. 
Another cause whigh might pro- 
duce the calamity we are now con- 
sidering is, an excessive irritabili- 
seminales, 


sion of the seminal fluid, and thig, 
is almost as bad as the former 
cause. Sometimes it is the result 
of debauchery, but most frequently 
it occurs in irritable and delicate 
young men; in such cases we 
have to support the constitution, by , 
a generous diet and bark, giving at 
the same time opium to allay the 
irritability, In addition, to which. 
let the person stand over a large 
pan of cold water and dash it over 
the genitals two or three times in 
the day.. T urpentine and rhubarb 
are sometimes. given, but I am not 
sure that they do any good. 
Another cause, of i impotence is, 
the frequency of nocturnal emis- 
sions, and this is “most commonly 
the case with young people. It is 
frequently the effect of bad habits 
at school, and it occasions a great 
degree of anxiety. We must try 
to lessen this, by representing to the 
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party, thatitis an occurrence which 
frequently happens in persons in a 
sate éfhealthevery nine days ora 
forthight’; although in the patient's 
dase it may happen two or three 
times during the.night. The treat- 
mentof this species will be very 
much as the preceding, 

Sometimes it arises from a wast- 

ing of the testicle, or from an abscess 
of this gland producing absorption 
-of its structure. The rémoval of 
one testicle does not destroy, neither 
does it seriously impair the genera- 
tive’ power. The temoval of both 
however emasculates ; there is an 
opinion ‘to thé contfary, but it is an 
erroneous one; this loss of power 
does not happen at once, the excre- 
tion of the semen continues for a 
short time, and tHe inclination and 
the pewer remain; but gradually 
the desire and afterwards the power 
becottie extinct. 

‘Tmpotence sometimes arises from 
the testicles net having descended. 
Mr. Huwrer ‘has said, that the 
testicles, when cofffined in the 
abdomen, ‘do not éxercise their 

/fanctions. This isthe case when the 
esticle is pressed upon by a con- 
genital hernia when in the inguinal 
canal. But in the case of an ap- 
prentice of mine, who shot himself 
because his testicles had not de- 
stended, the secretory ducts were 
found ‘full of semen.* Impotence 
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ysometimes afises from the state of 
mind, generally from too great an 
impetuosity and eagerness -to co- 
habit. A gentleman, for example, 
is recently married, and if not able 
to perform his wislies in two or 
three days he is very full of an- 
xiety, and the imbecility is con- 
sidered by him to be permanent. 
When consulted by such a person 
you must not try to laugh’him out 
of ‘it, but tell him that it is notun- 
commdn, but ‘that it is necessary 
that he should promise you ‘to ab- 
stain from the attempt for three or 
four days, or untilhe has taken all 
the pills which you will give him. 
These may be made of some’harm- 
less material, and that if he. will 
observe what he has promised he 
is sure to get quite well.- He 
takes two or three pills, but the 
very promise he has made, and the 
impression made on his mind by 
the promise, induces him to do the 
very contrary, and it seldom hap- 
pens that he can return with any 


complaint. 
On Burns and Scailds. 


Burns and scalds produce three 
\different effects, vesication, dis- 
quamation, and gangrene. Tfcall- 
jed in when a vesication only is 
produced, there is no danger, al- 
jthough the vesicles be numerous 
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and extensive. The abject is to 
preserve them from bursting, and 
therefore do not open them on any 
account, but allow the serum to ac- 
cumulate in them until a new cu- 
ticle is produced; the serum es- 
capes, and there is no further mis- 
chief. But if you open them, there 
is a constitutional effort produced, 
whichis followed by considerable 
inflammation, and sometimes by 
suppuration, and the sufferings of 
the patient are very great. All-you 
have to do is to apply evaporating 
lotions, as the camphorated spirits 
of wine, or spirits of wine and the 
lotio alba, to prevent the disposi- 
tion which there is in the cuticle 
to break. A little opium should 
also be given to allay the irrita- 
bility. 

But when the second effect I have 
spoken of is produced, when the 
burn is severe enough to separate 
the cuticle from the surface of the 
body, the most violent symptoms 
arise; as when a_ person falls 
into boiling water or wort. The 
exposure of so large a quantity of 
cutis produces a great copstitu- 
tional effort in the re-action that 
takes place; but sometimes a per- 
son dies from the shock made on 
the nervous system, without any 
re-action having taken place. A 
child spilt some tea, which ran over 


his ‘chest and abdomen, and he 


died in three days; therefore the 
disquamation of the cuticle is the 
worst form of injury, from leaving 
the cutis unprotected. The spirits 
of turpentine is the best applica 
tion in this form of burn; as the 
object is to excite a speedy re-ac- 
tion; and if you apply evaporating 
lotions, re-action can never take 
place. Dime water and oil, and 
lime water and milk, have heen 
commonly used ; but the spirits of 
turpentine is the best application. 
Where the constitution is irritable, 
and: it gives violent pain, dilute it 
with oil, or with the oil and lime 
water, and I think it would then 
form a very good application. Give 
opium and wine as long as the 
chilly state continues; but as soon 
as the heat is developed, and the 
pulse has recovered its power,do not 
continue it any longer, but employ 
ether means to reduce the inflam- 
mation when necessary. Turpen- 
tine does not succeed where the 
seald is produced by hydrogen, or 
carbonated hydrogen gas, so well 
in London as in the country. 

The third state is-where the life 
of the skin is destroyed to a great 
extent. There is no immediate 
deager, for the constitution does 
not suffer in the first instance. The 
danger is tobe apprehended when 
the sphacelated part begins to se- 
parate. The absorbents act briskly, 
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and a great discharge follows the 
separation of the part. Fomenta- 


tions and poultices are most useful 
in these cases, as the turpentine 
cannot act on the dead surfaces. 
It is necessary to give wine and 
opium, as in the former. case, dur- 
ing the chilly state. The treatment 
is just the same indeed as in a 
case of common gangrene; and 
toward the end, when the process 
of suppuration is commencing, you 
may give wine and opium, or am- 
monia, to support the constitution. 

These cases produce the most 
remarkable deformities. These are 
not frequently the result of the 
surgeon's treatment, as they occur 
in a great measure after the cica- 
trization has been completed. They 
are owing to the natural tendency 
which there is in the cicatrix to 
contract. The wounds will often 
heal smoothly, but afterwards be- 
come puckered. These contractions 


-are apt especially to occur in the 
neck, by which the skin is united 
to the chest; and if the arm be the 
-burnt part, th; fore-arm becomes 
finited to the upper-arm. The 
fingers become united to eachother, 
and the thumb is sometimes bent 


very much backwards. This con- 
traction may be prevented in the arm 
by passing a splint behind the arm 
and keeping the arm extended on 
it, The same rule should be at- 
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tended to, if there be any danger 
of the thigh uniting to the abdomen. 
You should pass a splint behind 
the thigh, and keep the thigh ex- 
tended on it, and the. contraction 
will be prevented. But as to the 
neck, do all you can, by binding 
the head back, or to either side, 
yet the contractions will take place. 
When the cuticle is removed and 
the cutis is in a granulating state, 
you may produce cuticle over it 
very quickly by using the acetate 
of zinc wash, made by putting two 
grains of the sulphate of zinc to 
one ounce of the liquor plumbi 
subacetatis dilutus. This object is 
sometimes well accomplished by 
sprinkling the granulations with the 
But the lotion ap- 
pears to me to be the best. -Some 
lint should be dipred in the lotion, 
and laid on the wound ; over this 
some folded linen should be placed, 
and over the whole a piece of oiled 
silk to prevent evaporation. 


oxide of zinc. 


This Lecture concludes the 
course on the principles and prac- 
tice of surgery, as delivered by Sir 
AstLzey Cooper, in the Theatre 
of St. Thomas's Hospital, during 
the last winter, and sorry are we 
to add, that this is the Honourable 
Baronet’s last course, as he has 
resigned the Lecturer’s chair. 

That the whole of these Lectures 
may be contained in the four first 
volumes of Tire Lancet, we have 


OCTOBER 2, 1824. 


aided the present number to Vol. 1v. 
and shall therefore commence a 
new volume with a new year, and 
new sets of Lectures. 


A Case in which Pregnancy oc- 


curred during the existence of 


a Tumour in the Cavity of the 

Uterus, and which Tumour 

(after Abortion had taken place 

about the third Month) was 

removed, By Joun Bearry, 

M.D., Licentiate of the King 

and Queen’s College of Physi- 

cians in Ireland. 

[From the Transactions of the As- 
sociation of Fellows and Licentiates 
of the King and Quecn’s College of 
Physicians iv Ireland.]} 

In relating this case, I shall con- 
fine myself strictly to an accurate 
detail of the facts and symptoms 
as they occurred, and am happy 
in being able to appeal for its cor- 
rectness to Drs. Clarke, Evory, 
and Marsh, and the Surgeon Ge- 
neral, whose valuable assistance 
during the progress of the treatment 
I was so fortunate as to be able 
to procure ; and under whose sanc- 
tion the management of the case 
was conducted. Nor shall I permit 
myself to indulge in any physiologi- 
calspeculation or reasoning upon the 
curious, and, I believe, hitherto un- 
recorded fact, of conception having 
taken place, and the growth of the 
foetus regularly proceeding for near- 
ly three months, (when a perfectly 
formed ovum was expelled,) while 
there actually existed in the cavity 
of the uterus, previous to concep- 
tion, and during gestation, a foreign 
mass daily« increasing in size, and 
destroying the comforts of the 
patient. 

Mrs. W., about 25 years old, and 
very healthy, lay in of her first 


child on the Ist of April, 1819; on 
her recovery she and her husband’ 
went to Paris, where Mr.W. wasim- 
mediately seized with a bad and 
tedious fever, which terminated in 
such a state of health, as to confine 
him for ten or eleven months, and 
prevented her from returning to his 
bed; during all which time, Mrs. 
W. was under constant mental 
anxiety, and underwent very con- 
siderable fatigue in her attendance 
on him. 

In August last, (1920,) they re- 
turned to Ireland, with his health 
so far restored, that they lived to-~ 
gether as man and wife. 

On the 2d of September she con- 
sulted me on the state of her womb, 
with which she conceived there was 
something seriously wrong. She 
complained of a swelling, attended 
with considerable soreness on pres- 
sure, at the lower part of the ab- 
domen. This swelling was first 
observed about May last, and was 
not permanent, as it was observed 
always to disappear entirely during 
the menstrual period ; which dis- 
charge she reported as having been 
particularly regular ever since the 
birth of her child in April, 1819. 
She said there was no swelling at 
the time of her consulting me, but 
was confident it would very soon 
return. And indeed, upon @ super- 
ficial examination, | could not per- 
ceive the smallest preternatural ful- 
ness any where in the hypogastric 
region. I saw her again on the 
23rd, when the tumour was very 
evident, situated above the pubis, 
and attended with considerable 
pain. 1 wished to have some 
leeches applied, but she would not 
consent ; and temporary relief of 
the pain was obtained by freeing the 
bowels, and: by applying fomenta- 
tions, with an anodyne liniment. 
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On the 28th, the tumour having 
increased very much, Dr. Clarke 
was called in; the os tince was 
found dilated to the size of a dollar, 
and in its opening was a.large dense 
substance of a regular, smoothsur- 
face, and so.connected with the in- 
ternal surface of the uterus that no 
more. than the length of the nail of 
my fore-finger could be introduced 
between them in the circle, The 
tumour extended up to. near the 
umbilicus, and was so very irregu- 
lar in its external surface, as to 
have the appearance of two unequal 
tumours when externally examined 
by the hand. 

It appeared to me the most judi- 
cious practice, at least in the first 
instance, to attempt by gentle means 
to detach the tumour; and this 
being approved of, | for several days 
regularly introduced my finger, and 
endeavoured to separate, by gentle 
pressure, the connexion between 
the tumour and uterus. In a few 
days I succeeded to the extent of 
the full length of the finger, and 
without giving any pain, except 
posteriorly, and to the right side, 
where. I was stopped by what ap- 
peared a ligamentous connexion, 
running upwards, and which ap- 
peared very dense to the feel; all 
the other parts of connexion seemed 
fibrous, and readily gave way with- 
out pain or hemorrhage. During this 
period I frequently met, and con- 
ferred with Dr. Marsh, who, asa 
particular friendof the family, was 
much interested, and’ attended all 
the consultations, On the 1 lth of 
October, Dr. Clarke was again 
called in : ne particular change had 
oecurred beyond’ the daily increas- 
ing size of the tumour, which. had 
now reached. considerably above 
the umbilicus, and-was much more 
prominent in front. As Mrs. W. 
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lived six miles from town, and be~ 
gan to experience some distress: 
trom the motion of the carriage in 
so long a drive, she. was recom- 
mended to reside in Dublin, and 
only to take such carriage exercise 
as she might be able to. do, without 
pain being thereby induced. She 
continued without any visible alter- 
ation until the 10th ef November, 
on. which day, while out in her 
carriage, she was suddenly siezed 
with a moderate discharge of blood 
from the vagina. | saw her at 5 
P.M., and onexamination found the 
parts within exactly in the same state 
as. they were on the last examina- 
tion, a month before. She com- 
plained of some pain, but nothing 
of importance ; and on being ques- 
tioned, confessed that she had not 
felt well for the last few days: she 
had lost her appetite, was thirsty, 
had a bad tase in her mouth, and 
felt in general rather uncomfortable. 
At two the next morning | was 
again sent for; and, to my utter 
surprise, found she had miscar- 
ried; the embryo was entire, the 
membranes not being ruptured, 
and the placenta attached to them ; 
the fetus was not three months 
old, as conception must have taken 
place about the 20th of August, she 
having regularly menstruated on 
the 16th of that month, precisely 
three months after she had first 
perceived what she called the lamp 
in her womb. 

Nov. 1).—Mr. Crampton was. 
called in to-day to our assistance, as: 
the family entertained a hope, that 
he, by operation, might be able: to 
remove the- tumour at once. He 
very candidly recommended pa- 
tience ; conceiving any active in- 
terference improper, particularly 
so very immediately after miscar- 


riage, when dangerous hemorrhage 
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would .be very, likely toensue ; we 
arranged to. see her, again. in a 
few days. 

13. Suffered considerable pain 
during the last. night. The tumour 
had.descended very much into the 

vis. 

14. Pain continues, stretching 
down) the right thigh ; tumour still 
lower down; no inconvenience, in 
passing urine or faces, 

16. Doctor Evory was added to 
our consultation. to-day ;. he: pro- 
posed that one blade of the forceps 
should, if possible, be passed round 
the tumour; and to attempt to se- 
parate it from the uterus as much 
as could be: but,.as there had. been 
a good deal of examination toyday, 
it was thought prudent, to. defer 
this experiment for 24 hours, 

17. I was sent, for at 8 o'clock 
A. M., and. found Doctor Evory 
there when. I came in;, we heard 
that she had slept none, but. was 
all night in pain. On, examina- 
tion | found the;;tumour low in 
the vagina, very. soft, and. separa- 
ted as far as the finger,could reach; 
the ligamentous attachment) men- 
tioned above. was, net to. be per- 
ceived. Doctor. Evory, was obliged 
to leave, me,,.but_f determined. to 
stay, forthe result,and at: 11.0’clock 
the:tumour, by the regular. efforts 
of the uterus, (such as. we see in 
common, labour,) .was expelled, but 


Temained. partially attached, 


allowed. it:to:remain at. the os.ex- 
until, 12. o'clock; when 
actors Eyory and Marsh, and 


“Mr. Crampton came, when it-was 


finally. removed; and the uterus 


heing found, to. be inverted, was 


reduced, There was; very _little 


flooding, weakness or 


weighed the tumour, which 
waswithia a few ounces.of four 


pounds, and.on being cut.inte, had 
yery much the appearange 
ture of a placenta, but. more 
dense; and very. vascular ;, theyex- 
ternal surface was, coyered .hy.@ 
smooth. membrane, apd had. the 
appearance of an highly, vascular 
gravid, uterus... The haye 
been. deposited..in.the Museum of 
the College of Surgeons. 

18,. Slept . well, and. free, from 


n. ‘ 
Continues perfectly well, .. 

Dec, 9. Took..a. drive, this day 
in her carriage,. just, three weeks 
from the expulsion. of the tumour, 

May, 1822., 1. haye,.now,. the 
pleasure. of. reporting, that. tha 
lady continues well, and. produc 
a healthy hoy; on.the, 18th,of  Feby 
ruary. last, 1 


Observations on a Speciés of Pre 
mature Labour, to which Preg- 
nant Wonen are’ not 

ently tiable: “By an’ Extpe- 
Physictan. 
There, is a species of miscarriage, 
or premature Jabour, to which my 
attention. in private, practice. has 
been, for many, years,, frequently 
called... It is. one of, those, cases 
which. I ;haye found constantly dig 
tressing to the, patient, and...perr 

plexingto the physician... 

looked .into..many .bopks, 

and. consulted with several 

and. experienced physicians. ant 

surgeons on the, subject, without 
procuring much. satistactery, infos- 
mation. It’s. my. wish. therefore, 
through the, medium,of, the Traar 
sactions of this Association, ta 
cite the attention, and, if possible, 
to collect the 
mienced practitioners. in. regard to 
it. How far itamay be practicable 


taaccomplish this design, time omly 
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can determine, the goodness of in- 
terition will, it is hoped, justify the 
attempt. 

The case to which I allude is 
this :—A lady, apparently healthy, 
conceives and carries her child in 
the usual way, till about the se- 
venth oreighth month of pregnan- 
ey, she by d ceases to per- 
ceive the motions of her child ; and 
in about ten days or a fortnight 
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than is consistent with the health 
of the child in utero; more fre- 
quently, however, we have very 
good reason to suspect the contrary, 
viz. that a deficiency of blood takes 
place in the maternal constitution. 
In not a few cases, I have had rea~- 
ron to’suspect the existence of 
acrimony in the fluids of the mo- 
ther: by the impradence of hus- 
bands a venereal taint has been 


after this event, she falls in labour, | sometimes acquired, which requir- 


and a fetus, evidently dead for 
some time, is expelled. This often 


happens’ three, four, five, or six | 
| particularly liable to the disease in 


times in succession, or perhaps 
more frequently, to the same pa- 
tient, about the same period of 
pregnancy. The first time such 


accident happens, there has gene- 
rally been some cause to weaken 
the patient, during-gestation ; but, 
in the subsequent instances, it 
rarely happens that any adequate 
cause can be assigned. Women 
who haye borne many healthy chil- 


dren have sometimes fallen into 
this pernicious habit, and continued 
it for a length of timie, and’ after- 
wards had fiving children, A me- 
morable instance of this kind oc- 
eurred in the lady of a Viceroy in 
Treland, about thirty years ago. 
Th such cases, it is évident that 
Wiiscarriage happens in conse- 
quence of the foetus dying in utero. 
The following question therefore 
is naturally suggested: What are 
the most likely means of prevent- 
ing the death of the foetus in utero ? 
As the fobtus necessarily draws its 
nourishment entirely from the mo- 
ther, it ‘is reasonable to suppose 
yard must intimately 
on uantity or quality 

of the fluids supplied 
Hii cised, we lave good 


Yeason ‘to think that more blood 


circulates in the mother’s system 


ed the use of mercury, and which 
perhaps has been insufficiently em- 
ployed. The wives of such’ are 


question, although no unequivocal 
venereal symptoms shall exist. The 
most likely method then, of pre- 
venting the death of the fetus in 
utero, is to consider whether, in 
the mother’s constitution, there be 
symptoms of redundant, or a 

ctent, or acrimonious blood. e 

symptoms of a plethoric constitu- 

tion, and the best means of reducing 

it, are too well known to require 

any lengthened detail. The symp- 

toms of a debile constitution are 

equally well known. 

I have only to remark under the 
second head, that, in some such 
cases, I have had reason to think 
very small bleedings, at distant in- 
tervals, of use, although little indi- 
cated by symptoms. Was this by 
creating a tendency to plethora ? 
This is an effect of which yenesec- 
tion has been accused. Symptoms of 
acrimony in the fluids are more 
equivocal and uncertain, as well 
as the means of correcting it. 

In the unimpregnated state, 
sulphureous mineral waters, goat's 
whey in the proper season, tepid — 
bathing, strong decoctions of sar- 
saparilla, and slight mercurial 
courses, tmay tried. Where 
there aré’ no decided syphilitic 
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symptoms on either parent, and a 
healthy child in existence, and 
assurances of no subsequent expo- 
sure to recent infection, it appears 
rather unreasonable to press the 
use of mercury to any extent, and 
indeed it will seldom be submit- 
ted to. 

Here, however, experience ap- 
pears deficient, further observations 
seem to be wanting; and the ex- 
perienced, into whose hands these 
remarks may fall, are entreated to 
forward to the Association any 
facts tending to illustrate this ob- 
scure and interesting subject. 


A letier from Doctor Beatty, on 
a species of premature labour, 

I have been gratified with the 
perusal of a paper written by an 
experienced physician, “on a spe- 


cies of premature labour, to which 
pregnant women are not unfre- 


quently liable, viz., When a lady, 
apparently healthy, conceives, and 
carries her child in the usual way, 
till about the seventh or eighth 
month of pregnancy, and by de- 
grees ceases to perceive the mo- 
tions of the child; and in about 
ten days or a fortnight after this 
event, she falls into labour, and a 
foetus, evidently dead for some 
time, is expelled,” &c. &c. 

The subject of the above com- 
munication attracted my attention, 
when very young in the profession, 
and has continued to do so ever 
since. So early as the year 1789, 
when I was resident assistant at the 
Dublin Lying-in Hospital, I deli- 
vered a woman in Great Britain- 
street of a putrid child, inthe eighth 
month of pregnancy, which, she 
told me, had been the case with 
several children that she had had 


before, and that she despaired of 
having living issue. 

I inquired very particularly into 
the state of health of both parents, 
and suspecting venereal taint to be 
the cause, I proposed to them the 
use of; mercury and separate beds, 
until [ should be satisfied with the 
quantity of mercury used. They 
readily complied with the propo- 
sal, and the result was a living boy 
in due time, after the mercury had 
been discontinued ; and their hap- 
piness at the event may be more 
readily supposed than described, 
as they were both at the time pretty 
far advanced in life, and never 
had another child. 

Several similar cases occurred 
to me from that time, with similar 
success, which I shall pass over, as 
they rest only on my own expe- 
rience, and shall therefore confine 
myself to a very few, in some of 
which I was assisted by Mr. Colles 
and Mr. Todd, in their capacity 
of surgeons. 

In my case book, to which I 
have referred, I find that, in Au- 
gust 1812, attended the wife of a 
staymaker, who was delivered of a 
putrid child in the seventh or eighth 
month, which, slie said, was the 
third that she had had born dead. 
I discovered so much of venereal 
affection, as to recommend that 
they should put themselves under 
the care of some experienced sur- 
geon for the use of mercury. They 
applied to Mr. Colles; and when 
she was pregnant in the following 
year, Mr. Colles told me that they 
had not continued a sufficient time 
under his directions to satisfy him 
that they were cured of the vene- 
real complaint ; which I found to 
be the case in July 1813, when I 
delivered her again of a putrid 
child in the eighth month. [I then 
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declared.shat. never would attend | her, first child, which was, born. in 
her again, until Mr. Colles told | the eighth month, dead and putrid. 
_me that he was-satisfied with the| This, | hoped, was from. some. ac- 
resultof the mereury used, They|cidental cause, particularly as she 


again returned te him, and fully 
attending tohis directions,in Octe- 
ber. 1814, I attended her, when 
she bere a living girl at the full 
peried of gestation. She has had 
several living children,since, 

In. October 1816, I delivered 
the wife of a cavairy officer of a 
child in. the eighth moath. 

gentleman had been on the 
Continent with his regiment without 
his wife, and had contracted a 
alight venereal complaint, of which 
his surgeon considered him well 
before. his. wife joined him in 
France. 


was so satisfied with the cause 
of the child's death, from.the pe- 
culiay appearances on. the body, 
that I recommended them to con- 
sult. some: eminent surgeon; and 
Mr. Todd was called in, who met 
the regimental surgeon with me, 
and advised the use of mercury, 


which was regularly persevered in| 


by both for several weeks. After 


I could not detect. any | 
venereal symptom in the parents, | 


said. that she had received a fright 
faome time before. However, in 
| June 1819, she again lay in, im the 
eighth month, of a dead venereal 
child; and I recommended’ that 
|she should see some surgeon, as 
her husband new confessed that he 
|had been disordered before maz- 
|riage. Mr. Todd saw her, and 
| took both under his care until he 
| was satisfied with the use of mer- 
| cury. She lay in, in September 
| 1820, living boy. 

| I never attended any person who 
dead children, that sus- 
| pected of venereal complaints, who 
did not readily submit to mercury, 
so strong and general is the desire 
for posterity, except a celebrated 
| courtezan who lived for several 
' years with a friend of mine, and 
| every year produced a putrid child, 
As. she was very comely in her 
person, of which she was supposed 
to be liberal to many, and did not 
wish for living offspring, she never 
It was. re- 


would use mercury. 


this course, pregnancy wassoon the | markable of this lady that she. fre- 
result, and in November 1817, 1 | quently disordered men, but never 
had the gratification of attending my friend, except in the first con- 


her, when she had a living girl. 
She has had several living children 
A nurse who had contracted yve- 


nereal disease by suckling the child | 


of a general officer, and was sup- 
posed tobe cured, had two dead 
putrid children in the seventh or 
eighth month. I requested Mr. 
Tedd to.see her, and take her un- 
der his care, which he did, and 
the; poor woman has had several 
healthy children since. 


| nexion. 

In answer to the learned auther’s 
question, What are the mogt 
| likely means to. prevent the death 
of the foetus in utero?” I would 
with diffidence, and with. that re- 
spect to his opinion which | think 
he merits. from every man engaged 
in the practice of midwifery, say, 
the.use of mercury. It has m 
every imstance succeeded with me, 
| and I think will be found to dose 
the. great majority of cases. I 


In April 1818, I attended a very | have pot met with any case which 
fine, healthy-looking woman, of | I thought safe to commit to the us¢ 


Teese 
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ef sulphureous mineral waters, 
goat's whey, tepid bathing, decoe- 
tion of sarsaparilla, or blood-let- 
ting; but that such cases may have 
occurred to other practitioners, [ 
am not disposed to doubt. 

{ have met with several’ cases 
wherein very delicate women have 
borne dead children at the seventh 
month, but not putrid; and have, 
where I did not suspect venereal 
taint, constantly succeeded in avoid- 
ing the accident by a rigid con- 
finement, even to one floor, and by 
a very strict attention to keep the 
bowels gently free, from the ear- 
liest period of gestation to the end 
of the eighth month; and several, 
to whom I gave permission to go 
out at that time, have thanked 
me, saying they were never so 
happy as in their confinement, and 
would not accept of my offered 
emancipation. [do not remember 
a single instance where good health, 
good looks, and a continuation of 
bearing living clnidren, were not 
the rewards of the confinement. 

Every man engaged in my pro- 
fession must have met with dead 
and putrid children, the fesult of 
accidents, but they are not such 
as the learned author points out, 
and require no further notice. 

If the above cases and observa- 
tions should appear to be worthy 
of a place in the Transactions of 
the Medical Association, as a re- 
ply to the very interesting paper 
which I have perused with such 
pleasure, I shall feel obliged by 
their insertion. 


HYDROPHOBIA. 


A long letter appeared on this 
subject in the Morning Post of 


Wednesday, in which the writer 
severely animadverts on the treat~: 
ment adopted by the Surgeons andi 
Physicians of Guy's Hospital, im 
the case of hydrophobia latety re~ 
ceived there; and the minute de 
tails of which were accurately and 
originally * published in Tae 
cer of Sept. 18. Our report prev 
sented the most complete history of 
the disease, with its post mortemap~ 
pearances,that ever appeared before 
the British public, and witich, but 
for our exertions, would have been’ 
entirely lost to the bulk of the pro» 
fession in this country, and’ om thet 
Continent. The case has beem 
read with great interest by the’ 
professional and extra-professional’ 
public, and has afforded an oppor 
tunity to one of the latter class te 
write, in the letter before us, ase» 
ries of very unwise observations; 
and he has foolishly attempted ta 
insinuate himself as the public 
champion, by asserting the power 
of habit, in creating indifference’ 
on the part of the medical profes= 
sion to human suffering. Wedény 
this charge ; it is as unfounded a» 
it is malignant, and. we boldly as 
sert, that at no former period wae 
the comfort of the patient moré as~ 
siduously studied, consistently with’ 
his safety, than at the present era: 
of medicine. The majority of the 
persons who now practise surgery 
are men who have enjoyed a libe 
ral education, which has expamdéd> 
the moral faculties, and given rise te 
that refined feeling and taste which 
distinguish the gentleman from the 
barbarian.. That man, therefore, 
is the friend of the public who en 
deavours to accelerate the progress 

* We say originally, because the Edi- 
tor of the Morning Post, contfary 
his usual courtesy, omitted to nathe’ 
the source uf the intelligence. 


; 


no 
0 
y; 
re 
d 
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of knowledge. The writer of the let- 
ter in the Post has displayed his 
literary acquirements by translat- 
ing the discoloration of the thala- 
mt_nervorum opticorum, present- 
ed by section, as the discoloration 
of the eye and its socket; he has 
also discovered “ a fever produced 
by a relaxation of the nerves,” of 
the existence of which we profess 
ourselves ignorant; and we would 
advise this gentleman to compre- 
hend a theory, before he attempts 
to crimivate a practice. As to the 
rapid: increase of the pulse, after 
the abstraction of the first twenty 
ounces of blood, it certainly ought 
to have determined the operators 
not to have proceeded farther, and 
their having done so evidently has- 
tened the dissolution of the unfor- 
tunate patient. The injection of 
warm water into the veins had not, 
in this case, a trial, and the suc- 
cess or failure of that remedy is 
not in the slightest degree affected 
by the result; thus much, in can- 
dour, is due to M. Macenpie. 
Whether any specific poison be 
communicated by the bite of a ra- 
bid animal, capable of producing 
the train of symptoms designated 
hydrophobia, or whether those 
symptoms are merely the result of 
a lacerated wound in an irritable 
constitution, are still questions of 
dispute with many of the most 
eminent medical characters. The 
subject is altogether pregnant with 
difficulties, and as yet we are not 
in the possession of a suflicient 
number of facts to lead us to any 
definite conclusion. It is well 
known, that of many persons bitten 
by the same animal, some will be 
affected while others will altoge- 
ther escape. Again it is known 
that some individuals are entirely 
insensible to the influence of par- 
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ticular poisons, while others are 
more easily affected by such agents 
at one time-than at another. The 
bodies of those persons who have 
been destroyed have, upon exami- 
nation, been found to possess some 
peculiar structure, some deviation 
from the natural figure, either of 
the bony envelope of the brain, or 
some ossific deposits on the spinal 
marrow, which, acting as me- 
chanical stimuli, rendered the ner- 
vous system in the highest degree 
irritable. 

There is evidently a difference be- 
tween tetanus and hydrophobia, al- 
though we admit that there is some 
analogy in the two diseases. In 
tetanus the muscles of the larynx, 
pharynx, -and indeed the whole of 
the muscles concerned in the pro- 
cess of deglutition, are rigidly con- 
tracted, and that contraction is 
perfectly tnvoluntary ; but this is 
not the case in hydrophobia, the 
actions of the muscles, though vio- 
lent, appear to be in some degree 
under the influence of the will, and 
in the case at Guy’s, the man 
swallowed his saliva very readily, 
and to which he even called the 
attention of the spectators. 

Hydrophobia, then, may still be 
considered one of the opprobria of 
surgery, and which stain on its 
splendour we hope to see speedily 
removed by the concurrent influ- 
ence of talent, and perseverance. 


The dog that was inoculated by 
saliva taken from the hydrophobic 
patient has not yet exhibited any 


peculiar symptoms. It still ap- 
pears to be perfectly well, and takes 
its food as usual 
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CHEMISTRY. 


We have, in our former papers, 
explained some of the ordinary 
phenomena exhibited by Electri- 
city. We have shown, also, that 
the general division of matter into 
electrics and non-electrics is in- 
correct; since every substance is 
either an electric, or is capable by 
friction of exhibiting electrical 
actions, 

What we bave before said of the 
electrometer is necessary to be 
borne in mind, in conducting all 
our experiments on this subject ; 
and the simple apparatus then de- 
scribed will answer very well for 
common purposes.—Vide p. 141, 
Vol. iv. 

We shall now proceed to the 
Distribution of Electricity. And 
without fatiguing the attention, or 
encumbering the memory of our 
readers, by going into uselessly 
minute detail on a complicated 
subject, we shall content ourselves 
simply by communicating a sufli- 
cient number of experiments on 
this, and the following subdivisions, 
to make the rules which we may 
lay down clear and forcible. 

If we communicate electricity 
to an insulated metallic sphere, we 
shall find the whole electric power 
diffused over its surface, and the 
particles in its interior absolutely 
devoid of the least electric virtue. 
Let the ball of iron or brass have a 
hole of about an inch in diameter, 
reaching its centre. Then on 
touching the centre with a metallic 
spherule, attached to the end of a 
needle of lac, and instantly apply- 
ing it to a delicate electrometer, 
we shall perceive no sign of elec- 
tricity whatever. If the spherule, 
however, touch the outer edge of 
the hole, or the surface of the 


globe at any point, it will acquire 
a very manifest electricity. Hence, 
if we apply, for a moment, to the 
surface of an electrified 24-pound 
shot two hemispherical cups of 
tinfoil, furnished with insulated 
handles, we shall find that the 
whole electrical virtue has passed 
into the cups, whose weight may 
not be equal to the ten thousandth 
part of that of the ball. This dis- 
tribution is totally independent of 
the nature of the substance, and is 
deducible from the law, that elec- 
trical attractions and repulsions 
are inversely proportional to the 
squares of the distances. 

If we bring into contact with the 
above electrized ball an unelectri- 
fied one of the same bulk, but of a 
very different weight, we shall find 
an equal distribution to take place 
between them. Thus we perceive 
that bodies do not act on electricity 
by any species of elective attraction 
or afinity. They must be regarded 
merely as vessels in which this 


| power is distributed, agreeable to 


the laws of mechanics. 

In ordinary cases electricity is 
confined on the surfaces of bodies, 
not merely by the non-conducting 
power of the air, but by a species 
of mechanical pressure which air 
exercises; and this becomes evident 
when we lessen the density of the 
air by exhaustion ; for the elective 
power now emanates with vast ra- 
pidity from the electrized ball. 
Rarified air is therefore a good 
conductor, and it is on this account, 
that our common eleetrical ma- 
chines, where the evolution of elec- 
tricity is produced by friction, are 
found to work best in a room in 
which there is a good fire. 

We shall next speak of the dis- 
tribation of electricity among con- 
tiguous bodies not in contact. 


re | 
le 
re 
i- 
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A very remarkable phenomenon 
is exhibited by separating two elec- 
trified spheres. at a little distance 
from each other. We have seen 
that, during contact, the electricity 
is of the same nature on the two 
spheres. But, immediately on se- 
parating them, we find that the 
nullity which existed at the point 
of contact no longer” exists, sup- 
posing the electricity to be vitreous 
or positive. A part of the com- 
bined electricity of the small sphere 
is decomposed, and that which is 
of a nature opposite to the elec- 
tricity of the great sphere, namely 
the resinous, is carried toward the 
point where the contact occurred. 

When two oppositely electrized 
spheres are gradually brought near 
each other, the thickness of the 
electric coating at the nearest 
points of their two surfaces becomes 
greater, and increases indefinitely 
as their distance diminishes. The 
pressure exercised by the electri- 
Gity against the plate of air inter- 
posed between the two bodies aug- 
ments progressively, and terminates 

overcoming the resistance of the 
air. The fluid then escapes under 
the form of a spark or otherwise, 
and must pass, previeus to the ac- 
tual contact, from one surface to 
the other. ‘This action, at a dis- 
tance, is a key to the principal 
phenomena of electricity. 

In. our first inquiries, we re- 
niarked that electrized bodies at- 
tract, or seem to attract, all the light 
matters presented to them, with- 
out its being necessary to develope, 
in the latter, the electric faculty, 
either by friction or communica- 
tion. But now we must consider, 
that this development is sponta- 
neously effected by the mere in- 
fluence, at a distance of the elec - 


trized body, on the combined elec-} 
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tricities of the small bodies around. 
Thus all the attractions, whether 
real or apparent, which we observe, 
take place only between electrized 
bedies. 

The next species of electricity 
to be considered, is Voltate elec- 
tricity, or Galeanism. 

The accidental suspension of 
recently kiiled frogs, by copper 
hooks, to the iron palisades of his 
garden, was the occasion of the 
celebrated Galvani observing cer- 
tain convulsive movements in the 
limbs of the animals, which no 
known principlescould explain, and 
alse of opening a rich and bound- 
less field ‘in physical science to 
mankind. Galvani had ascribed 
the muscular movements to a se- 
ries of discharges of a peculiar 
electricity, inherent and innate in 
living beings, to which the name 
animal electricity, or the more 
mysterious term Galvanism, was 
for some time given. 

Volta, however, proved, that the 
phenomena proceeded from the 
contact of the two dissimilar me- 
tals, copper and iron, producing 
such a disturbance of the elec- 
trical equilibrium as was sufficient 
to effect the most delicate of all 
electroscopes, the irritability of 2 
recently killed frog; although it 
was insensible to every electroscope 
of human construction. He firmly 
established this fine theory, by 
showing that a few contacts of the 
dissimilar metals zinc and silver, 
in the form of dises, furnished with 
insulated handles, were capable’ 
of affecting the condenser of elec- 
tricity. 

Galvani, however, anxious to 
defend his own hypothesis, which 
linked his name to the science, ad- 
duced some curious facets, which 
proved, that maseular contractions- 
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could be produced in the limbs of 
dead frogs altogether indepen- 
dent ot metals. This led Volta to 
the further discovery, that other 
dissimilar bodies, besides metals, 
were capable, by contact, of dis- 
turbing the electrical equilibrium. 

To this subject all our preceding 
electrical researches may be consi- 
dered merely asintroductery. For 
the Voltaic battery is the instru- 
ment which constitutes the great 
link between electricity and che- 
mistry, deriving, probably, its un- 
interrupted series ef impulsive 
discharges, and consequently its 
marvellous power of chemical 
analysis, from the conjoined agen- 
cies. of electricity and elective at- 
traction. 

We shall, in our next paper, ex- 
plain the structure of this powerful 
engine in chemical investigation, 
and give a brief account of some 
interesting experiments made on 
the nervous system threugh its in- 
fluence. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


ANALYSIS OF FOREIGN MEDICAL 
JOURNALS, 


A Case of complete Extirpation 
of the Uterus, performed with 
suecess by Dr. J. Nep. Sav- 
TER, of Baden. 


Genevieve Waldraf, etat. 50, 
of a robust constitution, and ac- 
customed.to much walking, had 
always enjoyed good health, She 

had six fortunate deliveries, 
the last in 1811. About the mid- 
dle of October 1821, she sent to 
consult me respecting a very pro- 
fuse discharge, which had existed 
for some time. I ascertained, by 


means of the hand, that. tlie 
neck and the mouth of the womb, 
at their back part, were coverad 
with hard exerescences, knotty, 
very painful, and bleeding upon 
the least touch., The patient was 
much weakened by the quan- 
tity of blood she had lost ; she was 
pale, feeble, and tormented with a 
continual drowsiness. All the me- 
dicines. she had taken internally 
afforded only momentary relief. In 
December the disease made rapa 
progress; she could ne longer lie 
down; she passed night after night 
sleepless, and without retiring to her 
bed, uttering the most distressing 
cries. The discharge was sanious, 
and possessed that fetid odour pecu - 
liar te, cancerous affections. The 
excreseences completely filled the 
vagina, and pressed upontherectum 
in such a manner as to prevent the 
discharge of the feces, unless ae- 
companied with most excruciating 
pains. To this state of obstimate 
costiveness, there succeeded, on the 
L6th of, January, 1822, a profuse 
diarrheea, which lasted five days, 
accompanied with extreme sutfer- 
ing; and the weakness reached 
the highest, degree. In this de- 
plorable situation the patient re- 
quested, with ap accent of despair, 
relief or death, I spoke to her of 
the possibility of performing an 
operation which should remove the 
cause of the disease, but whieh 
presented the greatest dangers. 
Each day her solicitations became 
mere: pressing, and her situatien 
more api mere precarious; | re- 
solved at length to remove the 
whole of the uterus, with the excep- 
tion of the ligaments and the ovaria. 
Pereeiving, after examining the 
diseased parts, the impossibility of 
producing the probable destruction 
of the uterus, by means of ligatures 


imbedded in the substance of the 
fungi, as these were torn by the 
least touch. I was strack with the 
idea of introducing one finger into 
the cavity of the organ, to assist me 
in pulling it down, so as to be able 
to fix it at the same time with the 

incers or strong polypus forceps. 

his done, | proposed to separate 
the connexion between the vagina 
and the uterus as high up as pos- 
sible, so as to be able to detach 
the peritoneum with the handle of 
a scalpel, as LANGEN BECK is said 
to have done, without penetrating 
into the abdominal cavity, to pass 
the finger of the left hand beyond 
the fundus of the uterus, to effect, 
by this means, the separation of 
the fundus of the uterus from the 
peritoneum, and to separate the 
re¢tum in’ the same manner, so as 
to employ with security the cutting 
instrument, when the should 
be drawn abroad. y intention 


was thus only to remove the uterus, 


and to leave the ovaria and the 
ligaments, after having detached 
them from the body of the uterus. 
Every thing being arranged, I pro- 
ceeded to perform the operation on 
~the 22d of January, 1822, assisted 

M. Disrex and my son. 

I placed the patient horizontally 
across the bed, the knees held by 
my assistants ; the rectum and the 
bladder having been previously 
emptied. I tried first to depress 
the uterus by a finger acting as a 
crochet ; but the fungi breaking 
away and bleeding, without any 
descent of the womb, I was com- 
pelled by the failure to abandon 
this plan. Ithen introduced the 

.index and middle finger of the left 
hand under the pubes, up to the 
eul de sac of the vagina: I passed 
between these fingers a convex 
knife, rounded at the end, having a 
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long and firmly fixed handle, with 
which I separated the vagina from 
the uterus, and then immediately 
introduced one finger into the open- 
ing I had made all round the 
vagina. To destroy the lateral ad- 
hesions, I again introduced a finger 
into the uterus, to draw it down, 
while with the handle of the knife, 
or the right fore finger, I detached 
the cellular membrane. But the 
adhesion was so strong, that this 
method did not succeed. A mass 
of fungi was partly detached, and 
protruded at the vulva; I then 
employed the forceps, with which | 
seized the anterior parietes of the 
neck, and | drew it, whilst, with 
the handle of a knife or a piece of 
whalebone, I endeavered to sepa- 
rate the uterus from the bladder. 
But all efforts were unavailing; the 
forceps escaped and brought with 
them a portion of the tumour. 

The ration had been con- 
tinued more than half an hour, and 
I had not succeeded in effecting 
either the depression of the uterus, 
or its separation from the perito- 
neum. ‘The patient lost her for- 
titude ; she was enfeebled by loss 
of blood, the greater part of which 
came from the detachment of the 
fungi. At length, I changed my 
plan; I abandoned entirely the 
former attempt to depress and sepa- 
rate, and I determined to cut clean 
round the fundus of the uterus. 
To effect this, I introduced two 
fingers of the left hand into the 
vagina, between the bladder and 
the uterus; between these I intro- 
duced a scalpel, and seized with 
the bent forefinger a portion of 
cellular membrane, which I cut 
close to the uterus, till the fingers’ 
entered the abdomen; then I cut 
at the same time, little by little, the 
peritoneum above and before, to 


its highest natural adhesions with 
the uterus. At Jength | introduced 
the whole of my left hand into the 
vagina ; and penetrated, by the 
opening of the peritoneum, into its 
cavity, and I detached, from each 
side of the uterus, the ovaria and 
the lateral ligaments. I then ap- 
plied my hand to the fundus of 
the uterus and endeavoured to turn 
it forward. 

During this attempt, the patient, 
irritated by my hand, and by the 
agony, made a strong effort for ex- 
pulsion, as if in childbed; and | 
also found the intestines pressing on 
the back of my hand, and falling 
into the vagina. I replaced them 
in the abdomen, and seized the 
uterus. Successive contractions of 
the belly were accompanied by pro- 
trusions of the intestines after the 
reduction. I instantly begged the 
patient to abstain from similar ef- 
forts ; and while an assistant with 
one band replaced and confined the 
intestiries, | attempted to retrovert 
the uterus, and bring its fundus 
close to the opening of the va- 
gina ; the intestines followed also, 
and completely filled the cavity 
of the pelvis. An assistant re- 
tained them by means of three 
fingers introduced by the vagina. 
By this time I contrived with a 

instrument to separate the 
uterus from its posterior attach- 
ment to the vagina, and the lateral 
ligaments ; and this was done with 
ease and safety, the parts being 
exposed to view. At length I com- 
pleted this dangerous, painful, and 
tedious operation. I replaced the 
intestines in their matural position, 
and kept them there by pledgets of 
tint, to preserve them ftom the air 
and other irritants. The woman was 
placed in a horizontal position, 
which she carefully kept. With 
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the exception of the bleeding which 


I have mentioned, there was none 
but what resulted from dividing a 
small vessel towards the close of 
the operation, and which was sup- 
pressed with the finger. The pa- 
tient lost about a pint and a half of 
blood. By way of precaution, I 
filled the whole vagina with char- 
pie, sprinkled with powdered alum. 
Some time after the operation, she 
complained of strong pains in the 
region of the stomach; she was 
oppressed with a general cold sweat ; 
the pulse was feeble, and scarcely 
perceptible : we administered small 
doses of wine, ether, and tinc- 
ture of opium; after three hours 
she was better; the perspira- 
tion became warm, and the pulse 
more full ; she only complained of 
a burning pain in the vagina; the 
pains she had felt in the abdomen 
and the pelvis had ceased. 

Jan. 29. The epigastrium pain- 
ful; and vomitimg. The other 
parts of the belly little sensible ; 
the thirst is intense, and the per- 
spiration hot and general. 

30. The charpie is extracted 
from the vagina; the intestines 
could not be felt by the finger ; 
they did not descend into the 
vagiua; the horizontal position is 
carefully preserved. The vomiting 
continues; the abdomen is tense 
and painful; the pulse quick and 
weak ; continual hot perspiration ; 
no evacuation of feces or flatus 
from the anus; copious involun- 
tary discharge, of urine. 

31. Evacuation of hard fzeces ; 
abdomen less tense, pulse less 
frequent ; heat regular on the skin ; 
increased vomiting. We ordered 
her some refreshment, and pre- 
scribed, quinine and acetic ether ; 
also frictions on the belly with 


ether, and fomentations with aro- 
matic, wine, 

Feb, 1. A restless night; vomit-, 
ing, twice, discharge of flatus in 
the morning, the abdomen swelled, 
but soft. Much better in the course 
of the day, and following night ; 
six evacuations of feces, at first 
hard, then liquid ; a considerable 
expulsion of wind; suppuration of 
the vagina .was established ; all 
the unfavourable symptoms gradu- 
ally disappeared, with the excep- 
tion of a painful cutting sensation 
im the vagina when she discharged 
her urine. 

On the 6th, L was astonished to 
see the patient sitting in her bed, 
without experiencing any pain in 
the belly or the pelvis. On ex- 
amining the vagina I could not by 
the finger feel the intestines ; the 
peritoneum appeared to be united 
in the form of a funnel. From that 
time the patient assumed a more 
erect position; she sat up to her 


meals, which for some days were 
solid, without inconvenience. 

She complained only of the pas- 
of urine into the vagina. 

On the 15th and 16th she was 


rather: op by a temporary 
eedema of the lower extremities ; 
but profuse perspirations renfoved 
this symptom. 1. discovered, by 
touch, that. the place where. the 
womb was separated from the peri- 
toneum presented an opening of the 
size of a shilling, acrosegphich the 
intestines were adhering.’ 

The patient's health improved 
daily; there was nothing unfavor- 
-able but an alternate diarrhoea and 
costiveness. 

Feb, 23d, the peritoneal opening 
was completely closed; ‘the urine 
still flowed through the vagina, 
and the opening from the bladder 
Femained; the cutting pain dimi- 
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nished gradually, and, if wee 

the involuntary flow. of urine 

health of the patient was 2 entisine. 
torily improved, notwithstanding 
the employment of a very stimu- 
lating treatment. 

By the 22nd March, all the pel- 
vis was healed, and there was no- 
thing in the vagina which could 
lead to the formation of a cancerous 
tumour. 

Still there remained some symp- 
toms of chronic inflammation of 
the stomach and intestines; but 
these were removed, by a severe 
regimen, At the beginning of May 
she returned to her usual ayoca- 
tions; on the 19th of May she 
walked a quarter of a league, and 
drank a bottle of new beer. The 
consequence of this excess wasa 
violent indigestion; inflammation 
of the lungs made rapid progress, 
and this gave place,to repeated vo- 
miting. After recovering from. the 
operation, she had not the stre 
she had previous to it. The debi- 
lity increased the progress of a pul- 
monary affection, and she died on 
the Ist of June, 1822. The post 
mortem examination was perform- 
ed by M. Sauter, in the. presence 
of Drs. Baer, Haaf, and Distel., 

The whole skin was pale, the 
colour of wax; the left thigh, and 
the large lip of the vulya on that 
side, were cedematous; the, belly 
was not much changed. . By a 
finger introduced into the vagina, 
we ascertained that the pelvis wag 
completely closed, there was ne¢ir 
ther tumour, nor ulcer; the poste- 
rier part of the bladder was open. 
The: lungs were tumified and dis- 
coloured ; and, when cut into, there 
exuded a considerable quantity of 
greyish mucus. The. heart 
; the much 
serum. 


All the abdominal viscera were 
healthy and in their natural posi-« 
tion; there did not exist in this ca- 
vity thickening of any description. 
The epiploon covered the intestines ; 
the liver was sound; the empty 
bladder ted. no alteration ; 
the spleen and the kidneys were 
healthy; the stomach was empty, 
pale, flaccid, and was not distend- 
ed with gas; the intestines gave 
no trace of recent inflammation, 
with the exception of the ascend- 
ing colon they were empty; the 
communication between the abdo- 
men and the pelvis was closed, 
and here the peritoneum had as- 
sumed its proper hue. The intes- 
tines could not be easily raised, 
owing to the membranous par- 
tition separating the two cavities : 
thus, the small intestine strongly 
adhered, for a space about the 
size of a small coin, by a grey- 
ish white membrane, half a line 
thick, which was separated with 
difficulty. This-separation left no 
opening into the pelvis, nor was it 
attended by lesion ofthe gut. Be- 
hind this union, towards the rec- 
tum, there was an adhesion of the 
intestines, about the size of a crown; 
this could not be destroyed without 
opening into the pelvis. These 
viscera were all quite healthy, with- 


out contraction, and their func- 


tions had never been impaired. 


The rectum passed to the right of 


the line of the median, and pre- 
sented no alteration. In examin- 
ing the pelvis from above down- 


wards, there was neither ulcer nor 
fungus to be seen; with the ex- 
ception of the opening in the blad- 
der, every thing was healed; the 
ovaria, lessened in size, were in 
their natural position; the horns 
of the uterus were recognised with 
difficulty. 
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HOSPITAL REPORTS, 


GUY’S HOSPITAL. 


The continuation of the case of 


Disease of the Cer vical Nerves, 
from p. 243, vou. iv. 


Since our last report of this case , 
there is an evident alteration for 
the better, he can keep his head 
now almost upright, and can look 
occasionally over his left shoulder. 
If he had attempted to do so 
about a month since, the head 
would have been pulled violently 
in the opposite direction. 

His general health is much im- 
proved, and his appetite pretty 
good. He continues to take one 
grain of the belladonna every night, 
and rubs in also a portion of the 
ointment, made in the proportion 
of one drachin to seven of sper- 
maceti ointment, behind the mas- 
toid process. He says that he 
breathes also with much more free - 
dom. He takes occasionally the 
house medicine, and it is proba- 
ble, thafelie is now benefited as 
much as he ever will be by any 
medicine. 

A case of Chronic Inflamma- 
tion of the Testicle. 

W. S. aged 30, was admitted! 
into’ Luke’s. ward, August 27th, 
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with great tenderness, and some 
enlargement of the left testicle. 
There was also considerable thick- 
ening of the epididymis, a nd ts 
was also painful to the touch. 

About six weeks before his ad- 
mission, he had contracted a go- 
norrheea, and this having continued 
rather longer than he expected, he 
very imprudently used a strong 
astringent injection, which imme- 
diately stopped the discharge,and in 
a few days after his testicle began 
to swell. This swelling was treated 
by a surgeon with leeches, and 
afterwards cold applications, for 
more than a fortnight, but when 
he came into the house, his state 
was that which we have just de- 
scribed. 

He was ordered to keep his bed, 
to suspend the part, to take of 
calomel two grains, and half a 
grain of opium night and morning, 
and to apply eight leeches to the 
part. Ina few days the swelling 
began to subsibe, and a repetition 
of the leeches was ordered, and 
afterwards a poultice. 


Sept. 14.—General health good, 
the gland continues to decrease in 
size. Mouth affected by the calo- 
mel. Ordered to continue one grain 
in the morning instead of two. 


28.—Swelling quite gone from 
the testicle, epididymis feels a lit- 
tle thicker than natural, but gives 
no pain on pressure. Ordered 
house physic to be take ocea- 
sionally, and to omit the former 
medicine. On the following Tues- 
day, discharged cured. 


The accidents admitted this 
week, are an injury to the scalp, a 
fraetured radius, a fracture of the 
inferior maxillary bone, a lacerated 
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wound. of the fore-arm, and a frac- 
ture of the tibia. 

The only operation _ performed 
this week, was the amputation of 
the leg below the knee, by Mr. 
Morgan. Mr. M. made his circu- 
lar incision in fine style, but lost 
too much timein polishing. Exten- 
sive disease of the tarsal and meta- 
tarsal bones rendered the removal 
of the limb necessary, as the con- 
stitution was suffering from its in- 
fluence. 

Two children were | brought to 
Guy’s this week who were bitten, in 
the neighbourhood of Walworth, 
by a dog supposed to be mad. 
One about three years old, the 
other twelve; the younger had 
that part of the leg, on which the 
bite was received, excised, and 
sulphuric acid was afterwards put 
into the wound; the other would 
not submit, and. was sent away 
without any application being made 
to the part. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


Continuation of the case of Com- 
pound Fracture of the Os Hu- 
meri, &c. in King’s ward, 


Our last report of this case only 
noticed his admission, and the 
treatment immediately adopted. 
But on the same evening he had 
an opiate given, which however did 
not succeed in procuring a quiet 
night. 

Sept. 21. He complains very 
much of the pain in his elbow, and 
of a numbness in his fingers; the 
whole arm is very much swollen, 
and has a yellowish appearance. 
Tongue furred ; skin hot and dry; 
pulse 100. i 

22. Has another restless 
night, notwithstanding he took the 


jum on the preceding é@vening. 

e arm tense and very painful. 
Bowels not moved since his ad- 
mission ; pulse 98, and very wiry 
and irritable. 

24. A very copious discharge of 
pus from the wound, mixed with 
blood, and very offensive ; hand 
and fore-arm still very much swol- 
jen, and the fingers livid ; consti- 
tutional symptoms just as before. 
Apply white wash on the fore-arm. 


26. Countenance pale and de- 
jected ; pulse weak, and 110; skin 
hot and dry; discharge from the 
wound not so profuse as before; a 
large bloody vesicle formed on the 
upper part of the fore arm, and the 
surrounding parts also becoming 
gangrenous. Ordered, Mist.camph. 
3iss. Vin. ant. tart. gt. xv, Tr. opti 
gt. v.omni 44is hora. Fomentations 
to be applied, and all bandages re- 
moved. 

27. The vesication has extended ; 
the skin of the fore-arm is livid 
beneath the distended cuticle, and 
the margin of the vesicle surround- 
ed with a red line. Pulse feeble, 
and 120. Mr. Green ordered him 
to take a table-spoonful of brandy 
with a little water, every half hour, 
until his pulse became fuller and 
the skin warm. The patient be- 
came delirious however during the 
night, and ;about half past two on 
the following day he died. 


The case of compound fracture 
of the skull in Edward’s, which we 
gave, up to the 6th of this month, 
and which was then going on very 
favourably, with the pulse 70, skin 
cool and tongue moist, without any 
pain in the head or the slightest 
sensorial derangement, was last 
week taken suddenly worse, and 
in a day or two became comatose. 
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His bowels had not been kept suf- 
ficiently acted on, and there was 
considerable proof of increased ac- 
tion going on in the brain. He 
was bled to 3x. and also cupped 
in the neck, and onthe 24th ha 
died. On dissection a large ab- 
scess was found in the fore part of 
the left hemisphere of the brain, 
containing about two ounces of a 
greenish-coloured pus. The ab- 
scess extended to the level of the 
corpus callosum on the inner side, 
was very superficial towards the 
external surface of the hemisphere 
on the left side. 


No operations have been per- 
formed here this week. 


The accidents received are an 
injury to the spine from a blow; 
a fractured thigh; aninward wound 
over the knee joint; and a lace- 
rated wound over the scalp. 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 


Continuation of the case of Mary 
Southill, from vol. iv. p. 410, 


Sept. 15. To day she is very 
restless and uneasy, and complains 
of a violent pain across her fore- 
head. Pulse 104, wiry, and rather 
full; bowels open; skin very hot ; 
mouth rather sore; anxiety of 
countenance. 

Be. Mittatur sanguis ad § x. et 
applicantur hirudines sex 
temporibus. Pergat medi- 
catibus, omissis verd pulve- 
ribus. 

16. Pulse 106, wiry, and tongue 
furred ; skin hot and dry, but less 
so than yesterday ; L is also more 
cheerful to-day, and has passed a 
tolerable night. Bowels open; 


pain in the head, and anxiety of 
countenance diminished. In the 
wound there has been but little al-| 
teration for a day or two, excepting 
that the discharge has rather de-| 
creased ; so that what was never! 
copious is at ,vesent small in the 
extreme, 

Ke. Lig. ammon,. acet. 3 jii. 
Sp. etheris nit. m, xx. 
Misture camphore 3). 

horis capiendus. 
17. Pulse 136, wiry; skin very 
hot and dry ; tongue 
18. Pulse 130; skin very hot 


6tas 
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to he.given ‘her after every loose 
stool. 
22. Pulse 120, weak; tongue 


| ; .ckin of yellow.eo- 


lour, and hot ; wound unhealthy 
land dry ; pain jin the right side, to 
which six leeches were applied ; 

countenance unfavourable ; bowels 


open. 

Kk. Capiatur haust. ammonie 

acet. 3 iss, et pulv. antimo- 
nialis gr. iv. ter die. 

23. Was delirious during the 

night, and continued so throughout 

the day, unaccompanied however 


and dry, and of a yellowish colour ; jby any violent characteristic ; her 
tongue furred ; bowels open ; pain | | pulse was very rapid and indis- 
in the head ; ‘with great anxiety ; | tinct, and her countenance hippo- 
restlessness, ‘and depression of spi-|cratic. In the afternoon her ex- 
rits. She complains of pain also‘ tremities became cold ; some wine 
about the right hip joint, extending | | was ordered her, of which however 
down the thigh; tendency to pa- she took none. Died at 12 o'clock, 
ralysis of the limb ; ordered to be 


fomented. 
Be. Lig. ammon. acet. 3 iv. 
Vint antimon. tart. m. x. 

Aque distillate 3}. fiat haus- 
tus 6tis horis. 

Et Capiatur calomelanos gr. j. 
pulv. antimonial, gr. jii. 
hora somni. 

19. Pulse the same as yester- 
day ; bowels open twice; skin very 
hot and parched ; tongue furred ; 
pain in the head diminished ; is 
thirsty and restless, and has taken 
nothing but a cup of tea; has rather 
Jess pain in the hip joint ; draughts 
as yesterday, and the powder to be 
repeated at night. 

20. Pulse 150; amxious and 
restless ; skin.and tongue as yester- 
day; pain in the hip joint much 
increased. — Emp. cantharidis 
cozendxi applicandum. 

2L. Pulse less frequent ; 
in the leg rather diminished ; Sse 


The body was examined about 
36 hours after death. On sepa- 
rating the skull-cap from the dura 
mater, a small quantity of serous 
fluid escaped, some of which was 
also effused under the tunica arach- 
noidea. The vessels of the pia- 
mater were unusually turgid, but 
the brain was otherwise healthy ; 
no visceral derangement was dis- 
covered. 


Case of Fracture of the Cranium, 
with but little Depression. 


Alfred Aldridge, stat. 12, ad- 
mitted Saturday, Sept. 4th. This 
boy had been kicked by a horse 
prin 20 hours previous to his ad- 
mission.* By this accident, the 


* The patient was bere from 


the country, and from all we could 


relaxed ; in other respects the same; 
an aromatic draught was ordered 


learo, it appears that he was stunned 
by the blow, but speedily recovered 
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scalp was divided by an: inciséd 
wound about two inches in length, 
on the vertex of the head, and al- 
most immediately over the sagittal 
suture, under which the left parie- 
tal bone was fractured, nearly in 
the same direction, though not to 
an equal extent. For the purpose 
of investigating with greater cer- 
tainty the nature and extent of 
the injury, an incision was made 
through the scalp, about three- 


quarters of an inch in length to-' 


wards the left temporal bone, being 
in the centre of and nearly, at right 
angles to the original laceration, 
or accidental division, when a fis- 
sure was observed running in the 
same direction, which terminated, 
however, about a quarter of an 
inch short of the above described 
incision of inquiry. At this period 
his pulse was about 90, without 
being remarkable. His pupils were 
slightly dilated, but perfectly sen- 
sible to light, and neither his men- 
tal or bodily faculties appeared to 
be in any degree impaired. His 
answers were correct and rational, 
and his spirits good, Under these 
circumstances, as there were no 
bad symptoms, and as the fractured 
portions of bene, at the highest 
computation, could ,not ‘have been 
depressed so much as the eighth 
part of an inch, the operation of 
the trephine was dispensed with ; 
the edges of the divided scalp were 
brought together by adhesive straps, 
and secured in the usual way by, 
a roller. His bowels were rather 
confined, and he was ordered to 
have haustus senate comp. unciam, 
secundis horis donec alvus dejece- 


himself, and walked some tlistance to 


a Surgeon for Wy whose ad- | 


vice‘he was sent to the-Hospital. 
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rit, and epithems of cold lotion to 
be applied to the head. 
5th, Has passed a tolerable night. 
To-day he says he jhas a litéle pain 
in the head. His bowels have 
been well open. Skin rather hot. 
Tongue clean, Pulse rather quick- 
e 
Calomelanos granum, 
Pulv. antimonialis grana duo 
fiat pulvis. 
Alis horis sumendus. 
Liguoris Ammon. acet. 3jii. 
Sp, etheris nitrici m. xx. 
pe Re distillate fiat haustus 
Atis horis capiendus. 


9th. Has had no unfavourable 
symptoms; the wound discharges 
a small quantity of healthy pus, 
and on the scalp healthy granula- 
tions have formed. The denuded. 
cranium, however, now presents a 
dull white, or leuco-plegmatic ap- 
pearance, as if preparatory tothe 
process of exfoliation. To day his 
pulse is 94, and rather full, bowels 
open, tongue clean, skin rather 
het. 
Capiantur, pulveres et haustus 

ter die duntaxat. 


For several days from this period 
no particular alteration occurred 5 
the symptoms already described 
being, if any thing, slightly miti- 
gated. On Saturday night, -how- 
ever(1 1th), he became werse ; com- 
plained of pain in the head, and 
voided, a biliousymatter. Sunday 
(12th), he appeared rather better ; 
sickness and pain in the head di- 
minished ; bowels confined ; capi- 
atur pulv. jalape comp. gr. xv. 
Monday 13th, pain in the head 
much increased, pulse 116, fall; 
skin hot and dry, somnolency. 
‘Bowels imperfectly open yesterday. 

Enema commune statim, et mit- 
itatur sanguis ad 3x. 
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Bk. Lig. ammon. acet. div. 
. ether. nitrici m. xx. 
int antimonii tart. viii. 
Aque distillate 3}. fiat haus- 
tus 6tis horis. 
Applicatur emplast. cantharidis 
nuche vespere. 

' 14th. Pains shooting through 
the head; tongue loaded; skin 
very hot and dry; sopordse dispo- 
sition diminished. Passed a rest- 
less night. 

15th. Pulse 100, rather’ full; 
bowels open; skin rather hot and 
dry; pain in the head and drow- 
siness; tongue furred. Mittatur 
sanguis ad 3x. et admovéantur 
hirudines xii. temporibus, which 
procured a slight alleviation of the 
symptoms. 

16th.. Pulse about 100, softer; 
skim hot and dry } respiration diffi- 
cult; pain in the head and left 
side; tongue furred ; bowels open. 

Restless and uneasy. 

Bk. Lig. ammonia acet. 3jii. 
Pulv. ipecac. comp. gr. v. 
Fiat haustus 4tis horis capiendus. 

17th. Pain in the head dimi- 
nished ; in the abdomen increased. 

Bowels open. Skin more natural. 
Tongue furred. Pulse rather fuller, 
106. Venesectio ad AHiru- 
dines xii. abdomini, Capiatur 
haust. tart. sod@\pro re nata.* 

18th: Great anxiety and rest- 
lessless. Pain over the abdomen, 
and particularly at the floating ribs 
of the right side. Pulse about 100, 
very feeble. Bowels open. Tongue 
furred. Skin hot and dry: Dis- 
charge from the wound thin and 


« This is an effervesci ht, made 

with carbonate of and tartaric 
acid. A scruple of the former to 15 
gizins of the latter; water 2 oz. ; for 
which, in the present instance, cam- 
phor mixture was substituted. 
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unhealthy. Paralysis of the left 


19th. Last night he became 
delirious, to which, succeeded a 
comatose state. His breathing 
stertorous; and his pupils permc~ 
nently dilated. Under these cir- 
cumstances, the trephine was em- 
ployed, as the only means of ame- 
liorating the condition of the pe- 
tient, and as being. perfectly war- 
ranted and pointed at by the urgent 
nature of the symptoms. It wes 
found, after removing several frac- 
tured portions of bone, that the 
inner table of the cranium had been 
more depressed at the anterior ex- 
tremities of the fracture than had 
at first been imagined, or could 
possibly have been discovered with- 
out the employment of the trephine 
in the first instance. At this point, 
part of the fractured portion of the 
inner table was driven below and 
tightly wedged under the sound 
portions of frontal bone. A small 
quantity of matter discharged itself 
on the removal of the above de- 
scribed portion of bone, which a 
peared to arise principally from the 
anterior part of the fracture already 
alluded to. Underneath, the in- 
jury to the cranium, the dura ma- 
ter was suppuratirig and 
a good deal ulcerated. The ster- 
torous breathing slightly diminish- 
ed after the operation ; the other 


|symptoms, however, still remained 


unrelieved and unmitigated. The 
wound was dressed, in the usual 
way, with oiled lint on the dura 
mater, 

In the evening his pulse was 
very rapid and indistinct ; his re- 
spiration had lost its former ster- 
torous character, but was still ex- 
tremely difficult. 

20th. Lies in the same sense- 
less state ; respiration difficult and 


hurried ; extremities growing cold. 
During the -day he had several 
convulsive fits, and died about two 
o'clock, P. M. ‘ 

Post mortem examination.— 
Underneath the fracture, the dura 
mater. was ulcerated to a consider- 
able extent; there was a collection 
of matter in the septum, between 
the hemispheres, and a considera- 
ble effusion on the pia mater, more 
especially on the right side. The 
vessels of the brain were turgid ; 
more particularly’ the venous. 
There was effusion on the sheath 
of the spinal chord. 

Nothing in the abdomen could 
be found to account for the yellow- 
ness of skin, which presented itself 
a few days prior to the death of 
this patient; which is the more re- 
markable as the same appearances 
were observed in the case of South- 
ill already described, and in this 
case too without leaving a trace of 
its origin to recompense the re- 
searches of the morbid anatomist. 


Continuation of the case of Rich- 
ard Phillips, frorw Vol. IV. 
page 253. 

' Sept. 24. This man’s symptoms, 

which, at one period, were very 
alarming, have, since our last re- 
port of the case, gradually subsid- 
ed, and the patient has since been 
discharged } he has a trifling cough 
at present, which however occa- 
sions him but little uneasiness. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


_ A case of small pox, after vac- 
cination, has occurred at thie Hos- 
pital, in Mary Blagdon, a girl aged 
14, of a delicate habit of body. 
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The.patient was admitted at.the 
beginning of August last, with a 
large abscess, situated in the axilla, 
extending backwards as far as the 
seapula, forwards to the cartilages 
of the ribs, and downwards to the 
sixth; it had beén increasing for 
the space of three nionths, and but 
little: pain has been felt since its 
commencement. 

August 2Ist. A very slightde- 
gree of pain is felt in the tumour; 
pulse 96, small and quick; tongue 
a little covered with a whitish 
crust; bowels iopen.. Beneath. the 
chin are marks of previous abscess- 
es having existed, similar to those 
produced by the action of scro- 
fula. 

A mercurial plaster was applied 
to the abscess immediately on her 
admission. 

25th. The patient sleeps well at 
night; pulse 100, small and hard ; 
the tongue furred as on the 21st; 
bowels open; no pain felt in the 
tumour. 

28th. Avsmall, hard, and quick 
pulse, beating 96 strokes in a mi- 
nute ; tongue furred; bowels open. 

Sept. lst. The tumour presents 
a more prominent and red appear- 
ance apteriorly, but still gives: but 
little pain. In other respects the 
patient continues the same. 

4th. Bowels open; pulse 90; 
tongue rather more furred than on 
the first. 

15th. From the fourth, the ab- 
scess has been gradually increasing 
in size, ‘and this morning Mr. 
Lynn opened it, when about eight 
ounces of pus, consisting of a cur-: 
dley matter, mixed with blood, were. 
evacuated ; the general health of 
‘the patient remains the same ; the 
bowels open; tongue rather less 
furred than usual ; pulse 100. 
18th. Much pain is felt in the 


THE LANCET. 


appetite for food is felt by the 


jent. 


20th. Much fever; tongue co-| sumend. 


vered avith a brown crust; pulse 
120, and quick; drowsiness ; no 
appetite ; an eruption of small red 
spots has made its appearance on 
the face and neck. 

22nd. :Small vesicles have arisen 
inthe different parts of the body, 
depressed in the middle, and con- 
taining «a colourless fluid; each 
surrounded by an inflamed ring; 
the fever is:less than on 'the 20th; 
pulse 100; anges furred ; bowels 


Perfectipustules are form- 
ed, filled with pus; pain in the 
throat, attended with difficulty of 
swallowing, and hoarseness is ex- 
periénced; pulse 100; bowels 


Porth. The pustules have dis- 
charged “their contents; ‘pulsé 90 ; 
skin cool and moist; bowels open ; 
tongue still a little furred ; the ab- 
seess is again filling. 

This patient was vaccinated 
when a child; and it is evident 
that the disease was properly re- 
ceived, from there being two cica- 
trices sttongly marked on the arm. 


Sept. 20th. Barty, a managed 
35, ‘has been this morning ad- 
mitted to the hospital, with seve- 
ral contusions, in different parts of 
the body, occasioned by a piece of |! 
timber fallj and knock~ 
ing him d He was insensible 
when taken up, bat ‘im’ some mea- 
sure - recovered ‘before ‘he was 
brought here. ‘Great pain is felt 
on breathing, in the sides'and back, 
particularly.between the shoulders, 


although no rib is fractured’; va- 


;jcaney of look exists; -the pulse 
.| beats 70 strokes in a minute, fre- 


quently intermitting.  Mittatur 
sanguas brachio ad. 3xiv.. 

Magnes. .sulph. statim 

. Half an hour after: the 
bh the had risen to hong 
though still irregular, in other res- 
pects the patient was the same. 

Tuesday 2]. Great pain and 
giddiness is felt in the head, which 
has been shaved and is bathed with 
a cold lotion; little rest was pro~ 
cured in the night; bowels open; 
pulse 75 ; the pupils of the eye'lit- 
tle affected by lights great pain 
between the shoulders, so much 
indeed that the patient is unable to 
turn himself in bed; it is parti- 
cularly felt'when fetching a deep- 
breath. 

Wednesday 22. The pupils:of 
the eye are now more affected by 
light, but in other respects the pa- 
tient is the same as yesterday. 

Thursday 23. Pulse '75, softer 
and more regular; pain in the 
back not so bad as yesterday; rest- 
ed better in the night; bowels 


25. Pain in’the'head 
and back almost gone; pulse 80 
and regular ; bowels open. 
Monday 27. The patient goes 
on improving in health; and is or- 
dered to be dismissed on Wednes- 
day next, if no bad aymptoms in-, 
tervene. 
The accidents admitted here 


hsince our last report, are, two frac- 


itured legs, onefracture of the arm, 
and a.patient with an injury .in the 
‘shoulder, in which the clavicle 
rises up above the acromion; this 
last ‘is ‘treated by bandaging the 
so-as to the elbow 

ported, ai los the wide. 
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This day is by Brown; T. and G. Under- 
weedy Barges end Mill; aad Loman; nn Back, Hainburgh ; Phind 


THE MANUAL OF ANATOMY, containing Rules for showing the Structure of ‘the Body, 
so a5 to exhibit the Elementary Views of Anatomy, and their Application to Pathelogy and 
Surgery. ‘To which are added, some Observations on the Art of making Anatomical Prepara- 
ions; an@/Ewo Plates, illustrative of the new arrangements ef the Nervous System, founded on 
the Discoveries lately made by Mr. CharlesBell. By JOHN SHAW. Being an Outline of the 
‘Demonstrations delivered by him to the Stedeuts in the School of Great Windmill-street. 

The following Extracts are from the London Medical and Physical Journal, Oct. 1821. 

“ The opening of the new scholastic year for the Stad in Medicine, has induced us to take 
anearly notice of the present Work. To those who are aboutto acquire the first rudiments of 
anatomy, Mr. Shaw's book will prove a valuable present. It will be a clear and sure guide to 
them ;—it will serve to smooth the paths through the various difficulties and often intricate 
researches of anthropography ;—it will assist their memory in the storing up of newly -learned 
facts;—and, lastly, itwill be found a very useful syllabus, and one of the best text-books for an 
anatomical class. 

“Of such a book, of course, it is unnecessary to sive a minute analysis ; but that which we 
cannot omit to give, is an account of the manner in which the work has been composed. By 

this, we shail doubtlessly excite a desire in the junior branches of the profession to possess 
the k ;—an object, in the accomplishment of which a reviewer should centre all his efforts, 
since it is thus that the best interests of science are promoted, when a work of merit is the sub- 
ject of critical consideration. 

“To sum up—we repeat that this is an excellent book ; that it contains as much real dee- 
tinal, as well tical, information on human anatomy, as we should wish every medical 
man’s mind to be with ; that it will certainly supersede all other books of thisclass, for it 
even contains copious directions fer making preparations ; that it does infinite credit to Mr. 
Shaw ; that it is not too much to say, that a second edition will be called for as soon as the 
numerous pupils, who are thronging to the mart of medical knowledge et the opening of the 
winter season, shall have felt and duly appreciated its real value.”’ 


Prom the Edinburgh Medical and Surgieal Journal, January, 1622. 

“ We must do Mr. Shaw the justice to state at once, that the remarks which we have just 
made, un the advantages attaching to this class of anatomical productions, apply ina very emi- 
nent degree to his work, and have in tact been suggested to us by the perusal of it. 

‘* He writes like a man perfectly acquainted with the subject of which he treats ; and we 
hesitate not to assure the student of anatomy, that he will Gad, in this small volume, a most 
useful and valuable companion in the dissecting-room. 

“ There are various other works which have been got up of late years upon a similar plan, 
but the distinguishing advantage of Mr. Shaw’s is, that in it we meet not only with correct, 
minute, and well-arraaged anatomical descriptions, but with a distinct sketch of our plan of pro- 
cedure, and full directions as to what is to be done at every stage of our dissections.” 


Lately published, for the same Author, by Messrs. Long and Co., Pat “row, 
A WORK on DISTORTIONS of the SPINE and BONES of the CHEST. 
In 8vo. with a Folio Volume of Plates. 

‘The causes and effects of Distortion are illustrated by Drawings from the living Body, and 
from a variety of Specimens. In describing the methods of treating each kind of Distortion, the 
various plans of practice which have been hitherto followed in similar cases are considered. 

Price of the Octave, Ws. 6d., of the Folie, 11. Ms. 6d. 


at, 


MEDICAL THEATRE, GREAT WINDMILL STREET. 

Dr. HARRISON and Dr. MACLEOD will commence their WINTER COURSES of LEC- 
TURES on the THEORY and PRACTICE of PHYSIC, MATERIA MEDICA, aad PHAR- 
MACEUTICAL CHEMISTRY, on Monday, the 4th of October; the former at , the latter 
at ten o’clock a. m. 

The will be continued every Montag, , and Friday pat regelar 


Lectures 
course of Examinations en the above subjects wil given at eleven o'cleck same days. 


CHARLES WRIGHT, Wine-merchant to the Rani Foie, Opera Col de, Haymarket, 
especially-ealis the attention of the Public to the CHAMPAGNE AY, warranted first 
S4s, perdoz.; Old PORT, 3fs. per doz. ; superior SHERRY, 36s. per doz.; CAPE MADEIRA, 
MGs. per doz. "Two dozen each ofthe above Wines, warranted five and genuine, wel? packed in 
@ good Sherry hogshead, for 10/. or half the quantityin hampers, for 5. Madeira, Vidonia, 
Lieben, Veneviffe, Mountain, 42s. per dozen. Fine EDENBURGH ALE, bottled in that 
country, 12s. per dozen.—No Credit. Postage paid. 


Dr. MERRIMAN, Physician Accoucheur to the Mi¢dlesex Hospital, and Dr. LEY Fipicin 

to the Westminster Lying-in Hospital, wiil commence a COURSE of LE RES 

on the THEORY and PRACTICE of MIDWIFERY, and the DISEASES of WOMEN and 
CHILDREN, on Monday, the 1!th inst. af pall st ten o’clock. 

joulats may be Jearned at Dr. M No. Lower Brook-strest, Grosyenor- 

square at Br. 24, Mount-street, Berkeley-square; and at the Middlesex Hospital, 

the Lecteres will be given. 
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i UNIVERSITY OF DUBLIN. : 
pe. mac ARTNEY will commence the LECTURES on ANATOMY, 
and SURGERY, the first Monday in Nevember.—Terms, Four Guineas for the First 4 
the and Two Guineas for the Third. 
The, Conse of ANATOMICAL on commence the third Monday in 
Ext vember.—Terms (including Deed Hodies, ans constant Superintendasce in ) 
Guimeas for the First Course, Four Gwineas for the and 


bis Lectures on MORBID ANATOMY an? PATHOLOGY commence the firet-Briday in 
February—Terms for the First Course, Two Guineas, and for the Second, One Guinea. 


THEATRE OF ANATOMY, GREAT WINDMILL STREET. 
The LECTURES on ANATOMY, PHYSIOLOGY, PATHOLOGY, and SURGERY, by 
ELL, Surgeon to "the Middlesex Hospital, and Mr. SHAW will commence 
on the ist ef Getober, at Two o’C ock. 
The DEMONSTRATIONS, in the Rooms, will be given by Mr. Shaw. The LECTURES 
on SURGERY, by Mr. Bell, will be given on the Evenings of Tuesdays and Thursdays. 


CHEMISTRY. 
Mr, GURNBY will commence bis next COURSE of LECTURES ov PHARMACEUTICAL 
—— CHEMISTRY, on Tuesday, the Sth of October, at Bight o’Cleck in 
ornin 
Statonts nitending | these Lectures may have the use of the Laboratory, Apparatus, &e. for 
, but the by the operatiog Student, 
Bea accidental g tained by the App during his Experinegite to be repaired at 
is eX pense. 
Terms: :—A single a4 of Lectures, = the use of the Labora and A 
BL. 3s, ; Two Courses, 58. ; Perpetual, 101. 
For Particulars, apply to Gamey, No.7, Argyle-street, Hanover-square. 


Mr. LIZARS will begin his WINTER COURSE of LECTURBS)on ANATOMY and 
-PRYSIOLOGY, in the ‘I heatre of Anatomy and Surgery, No. 1, Surgeon’s-equere, Edjeberss, 
on Monday, the Ist of November, 1824, at Eleven o’C lock a. m, -» in which the 
Fanctions of the Human Ss rill be demonstrated and twught, chiefly with reference Die 
—There Lectures qualify fur Sergeons’ Hall. 

The Anatomical Kooms for Practical Anatomy will be sepene lon Monday  poetah, 18th of 
Py Particulars, apply to Mr. Highley, Medical Library, Webb-street, Borotgh, 

t- street, 


Dr, THATCHER will poms bin WINTER ly og of LECTURES on the PRIN- 
‘CIPLES and PRAC E of MIDWIFERY : ineluding the Diseases of Women and Childrea, 
at the Dispensary, hn woo Schodl-yard, by Surgeon’s-square, Edinburgh, on Tuesday, the 
of November Three are afforded most extensive practical advantages. 

~ Dr. THATCBER'S new Work on the Principles and Practice of Midwifery, will be speedily 

is! 
For Particalary apply to Mr. Highley, Medical Library, Webb-street, Maze-pond, Borough, 


This day is pu 2 vols. 12mo. price 12s. in boards, — 
ANATOMICAL EXAMINAT 10N Series of Anatomi ti with 
wers ; the Answets arranged so as to ‘form an E jementary Systein of on and intended 
as ratory to Examination at the Royal College of Surgeons. To which are annexed, Tables 
es, Muscles, and Arteries. In Two Volumes, The Sixth Edition. 
: Printed for 8. Higbley, 174, Pleet-street, and Webb-street, Maze-pond, Borough. 


Past ment, 
LIZARS’S ANATOMICAL rua 1g Ten Plates of the Muscles and 
Jeints of the Lower Extremity. Folio. 6a. 

Published by 8S. Highley, Medical * Library, bb-street, Maze- -pond, Boroughs, = 174, 
Fleet-stree.. 


In the and skortly will be published 
OUTLINES of SYSTEM of CHIRURGICAL EBBCATION, containing 
Megicine and of Anatomy, Physiology, other TURNER, 
edivine with Plates. Member of the Ki 
Surgeons in London, Lecturer on 


and Pu by L. Horcrmeow, at THE LANCET. 


all anications for the Editor 
-work is pubfished at an early fy bate 
the United Kingdom. 
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